
Need to narrow your topic? 

 

STEP ONE: Spend time on these websites 

 

 

 

 

  

 “We'll help you discover great sites, videos and photos from around the Web. Just tell us what you're 

interested in, and start Stumbling.” 

  

 Stumbleupon is to websites what Pandora is to music. Once you register and tell Stumbleupon what you’re 

interested in, they pull up websites that match. You rate each website shown to help Stumbleupon decipher your 

interests. (“Like or Dislike web pages to improve the quality of our recommendations for you.”) 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 “Brain Pickings is a human-powered discovery engine for  

interestingness, culling and curating cross-disciplinary curiosity-quenchers,  

and separating the signal from the noise to bring you things you didn’t  

know you were interested in until you are.” 

 

 As they describe themselves, Brain Pickings is a great place to  

find random goodness. No joining necessary, although they do  

offer a weekly newsletter. On the left-hand side, they place “favorite pickings” and if you scroll down long enough, 

you see a wordle. Click on a topic that inspires you and enjoy what they show you.  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        

       “Pinterest lets you organize and share all the beautiful  

      things you find on the web. People use pinboards to plan their  

      weddings, decorate their homes, and organize their favorite recipes. 

Best of all, you can browse pinboards created by other people. Browsing pinboards is a fun way to discover new 

things and get inspiration from people who share your interests.” 

 

 Pinterest is the modern-day version of seeing something in a magazine and ripping it out to keep. 

While the first examples Pinterest uses seem domestic, they have categories that range from tattoos to health and 

fitness to technology. The best part about Pinterest is the ability to categorize what you find. So theoretically, you 

could use all three websites and use Pinterest to organize all of the amazing-ness.  

 

 

stumbleupon.com 

 

brainpickings.org 

pinterest.com 

DISCLAIMER: 

These websites are HIGHLY ADDICTIVE. 

Proceed with caution. 



STEP TWO: Explore which “lens” you may want to focus on 

Think of the IB Areas of Interaction as the lens on a camera. The same way you twist the lens to focus on your 

subject, looking at a topic through a different “lens” (AoI) can help determine a direction for a project. 

Area of 
Interaction 

Questions Explanation/Description 

Human 
Ingenuity 

Why and how do we create? 
What are the consequences? 

Allows students to explore in multiple ways the processes and 
products of human creativity, and to consider their impact on 
society and the mind. In particular, human ingenuity: 

- Stresses the way humans can initiate change (whether 
for good or bad) and examines the consequences 

- Emphasizes both the importance of researching the 
developments made by people across space, time and 
cultures, and the importance of taking time to reflect 
on these developments 
 

Community and 
Service 

How do we live in relation to 
others? 
How can I contribute to the 
community? 
How can I help others? 

The emphasis is on developing community awareness and 
concern, and the skills needed to make an effective 
contribution to society.  
 
Students are encouraged to make connections between their 
intellectual and social growth, thereby refining their affective, 
creative and ethical as well as cognitive development.  
 

Environments Where do we live? 
What resources do we have or 
need? 
What are my responsibilities? 

Deals with: 
- The importance of the local and global environment 
- The concepts of sustainable development in a context 

of increasing environmental threats 
- Related problems of a socio-economic nature 

 
Health and 
Social 
Education 

How do I think and act? 
How am I changing? 
How can I look after myself and 
others? 

Allows students to reflect on the following aspects of health: 
- Physical 
- Psychological 
- Sociological 
- Economic 
- Legal 

 

STEP THREE: Play six degrees of separation 

Literacy/Reading 
 
 

People reading together 
 
 

How reading plays a part in people’s social lives/relationships (like bookclubs) 
 
 

Current relationships changed by technology (texting, facebook, etc) 
 
 

How digitizing literacy changes the way people interact with each other 


